From the Margins to the Fore?
Religious Zionism and Israeli society

Articles in Hebrew
English Introduction Included

Editor:
Yair Sheleg

From the Margins
to the Fore?
Religious Zionism
and Israeli Society
Editor: Yair Sheleg

Text Editor (Hebrew): Dafna Lavi
Series & Cover Design: Studio Tamar Bar Dayan
Typesetting: Nadav Shtechman Polischuk
Printed by Offset Natan Shlomo, LTD
Cover photo:
Upper picture: Members of Kibbutz Kfar Etzion studying Talmud at the cultural
center that also served as a synagogue, 1947
Credit: Zoltan Kluger, Israel Government Press Office
Lower picture: Young people raising flags at the Jerusalem Day celebrations,
Damascus Gate, 2012
Credit: Yonatan Sindel, Flash90
ISBN: 978-965-519-240-7
No portion of this book may be reproduced, copied, photographed, recorded, translated,
stored in a database, broadcast, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
optical, mechanical, or otherwise. Commercial use in any form of the material contained
in this book without the express written permission of the publisher is strictly forbidden.
Copyright © 2019 by the Israel Democracy Institute (RA)
Printed in Israel
The Israel Democracy Institute
4 Pinsker St., P.O.B. 4702, Jerusalem 9104602
Tel: (972)-2-5300-888
Website: http://en.idi.org.il
To order books:
Online Book Store: en.idi.org.il/publications
E-mail: orders@idi.org.il
Tel: (972)-2-5300-800; Fax: (972)-2-5300-867
All IDI publications may be downloaded for free, in full or in part, from our website.
The views expressed in this book do not necessarily reflect those of the Israel
Democracy Institute.

iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contributors

9

Introduction
Yair Sheleg

15

I. Influences on the Image and Status of Religious Zionism
Integration Theology: The Integration of Religious Zionism
into Israeli Society
Amir Mashiach

23

Religious Zionist Thought in the Curriculum of the State
Religious School System. The Situation in 2015/16
Yitzhak Hershkowitz

45

The Religious Zionist Bubble: Hardening vs. Dissolving
Hanan Moses

65

Can Two Walk Together? On the Tension between the Modernist
and Post-Modernist Conception of Religious Zionist Identity
Gili (Mivtzari) Zivan

79

“The Time has Come to Emphasize the Soul”: The Neo-Hassidic
Awakening in Religious Zionism
Tomer Persico

105

The Impact of the Rabin Assassination on the Self-Image of
Religious Zionists
Shlomo Kaniel

133

iv

How Rabbis of Messianic Religious Zionist Coped with the
Gaza Disengagement: Three Reactions to the Fear of the
Failure of Prophecy
Motti Inbari

159

Sabra and Tzimmes: Revolutionary Nationalism and Ethnic
Tradition in Religious Zionism
Nissim Leon

191

II. Fields where Religious Zionism is Present and Influential
The Place of Religious Zionism in the Israel Defense Forces:
A Look from the Inside
Elisheva Rosman-Stollman

215

The Religious Zionist Urban Cadres and their Influence
on the Change in the Status of Religious Zionism
in Israeli Society
Mati Dombrowsky

239

The Religious Zionist Sector and the Media: A New Love Story?
Ines Gabel

269

The State Religious School System: Profile, Goals, Unique
Characteristics, and Contribution to Israeli Society at Large
Zehavit Gross

291

The Impact of the Religious Feminist Movement in Israel:
Inward and Outward
Hannah Kehat

331

The Antigone Responsum
Assaf Inbari

357

v

III. The Place of Religious Zionism in Israeli Society: Essays
Returning to the Role of the Religious Services NCO
Yair Assulin

381

Religious Zionism in Israeli Society: From the Reality
to the Ideal
David Golinkin

395

Religious Zionism in the Chains of Sectoral Isolation
Gershon Hacohen

409

An Ultra-Orthodox Perspective on the Place of Religious
Zionism
Bezalel Cohen

429

On the Sector and its Implications
Baruch Kahana

435

The Implementation of Secular Religion
Moshe Meir

457

A Profile of the State Religious School System: Seizing Control,
Disengagement, Integration
Shai Piron

471

An Inclusive Religious Zionism
Shuki Friedman

487

A Biblical Israel or a Talmudic Israel
Ruth Calderon

495

The Age of Faith
Moti Karpel

509

vi

Religious Zionism as a Spiritual Challenge
Avinoam Rosenak

521

The Responsibility of Religious Zionism
Eliezer Schweid

547

Two Knitted Kippot in your Womb
Yair Sheleg

557

The Rabbinate as an Arm of Religious Zionism in Israeli
Society and the Jewish People
Yuval Cherlow

563

Bibliography
581

vii

CONTRIBUTORS
Yair Assulin

Author, poet, and intellectual. Winner of the Sapir
Prize for a first book, the Minister of Culture’s
Prize, and the Prime Minister’s Prize for Hebrew
Writers. Editor of screenplays and artistic advisor
to broadcasters. Opinion columnist in Ha’aretz.
Host (along with poet Amichai Hasson) of a weekly
radio program on the Culture Channel of the Israel
Broadcasting Corporation. Visiting lecturer at Yale
University (Autumn 2018).

Dr. Ruth
Calderon

Founder of the Elul beit midrash in Jerusalem and
of the Alma Hebrew culture house in Tel Aviv.
Member and deputy speaker of the 19th Knesset.

Rabbi Yuval
Cherlow

Dean of the Orot Shaul Hesder Yeshiva; member
of the board and head of the ethics division of the
Zohar rabbis’ organization; teaches Torah at the
yeshiva and elsewhere; member of high-level state
committees on ethics; answers halakhic questions
submitted to various websites.

Rabbi Bezalel
Cohen

Head of the Hakhmei Lev yeshiva high school
in Jerusalem; formerly director of the programs
for ultra-Orthodox postsecondary education and
employment at JDC-Tevet; studies, lectures, and
writes on the ultra-Orthodox community in Israel.

viii

From the Margins to the Fore? Religious Zionism and Israeli Society

Dr. Mati
Dombrowsky

A researcher of religious ZIonism. She has written
on the urban Torah cadres, the State Religious
school system, and the Zionist talmudei Torah. She
edits academic articles in the social sciences and
humanities.

Dr. Shuki
Friedman

Attorney; head of the Center for Religion, Nation,
and State at the Israel Democracy Institute; l ecturer
at the law school of the Peres Academic Center;
deals mainly with issues of religion and state,
international law, and Muslim law.

Dr. Ines Gabel

Academic advisor and coordinator of the Israeli
Mass Media course at the Open University. Her
main fields of research are the media and religion,
the media discourse in National Religious society,
the ultra-Orthodox sector’s attitude towards the
state, and the depiction of Christianity in the Israeli
education system.

Professor of Talmud and Halakhah at the Schechter
Rabbi Prof.
David Golinkin Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem and

president of the Institutes of Schechter, Inc.; author
of halakhic responsa on current issues and editor of
critical editions of midrashim.

Prof. Zehavit
Gross

Director of the graduate program in Management
and Development of Informal Education Systems at
the School of Education, Bar-Ilan University, Israel;
incumbent of the Dr. Josef Burg UNESCO Chair in
Education for Human Values, Tolerance Democracy
and Peace; director of the Sal Van Gelder Center
for Holocaust Instruction and Research. Her main
areas of specialization are interfaith and religious
education, peace education, and Holocaust education.

Contributors ix

Maj. Gen.
(res.) Gershon
Hacohen

Served more than 40 years in the Israel Defense
Forces; holds a B.A. and an M.A. in philosophy and
comparative literature from the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem; research fellow at the Begin-Sadat
Center for Strategic Studies at Bar-Ilan University.

Dr. Yitzhak
Hershkowitz

Lecturer in the Department of Jewish Thought at
Bar-Ilan University; specializes in modern rabbinic
thought, especially of the religious Zionist sector,
in religious responses to the Holocaust, and in the
philosophy of halakhah.

Assaf
Inbari

Author.

Prof. Motti
Inbari

Lecturer in religious studies at the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke; specializes in aspects
of contemporary Jewish religious radicalism in
Israel, the United States, and pre–Second World
War Europe; studies the issue of the Temple Mount
activists, the rabbis of the National Ultra-Orthodox
current, Neturei Karta, the Satmar hasssidim, and
the followers of Uzi Meshulam.

Dr. Baruch
Kahana

Clinical psychologist and instructor; member of
the Jungian Institute; on the faculty of the Paul
Baerwald School of Social Work and Social Welfare
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; instructor
in Jewish psychology at the Rotenberg Institute for
Jewish Psychology.

x

From the Margins to the Fore? Religious Zionism and Israeli Society

Prof. Shlomo
Kaniel

Chair of the Educational Counseling Department
at the Or Yehuda Center for Academic Studies and
a lecturer at the Orot Yisrael Academic College
of Education; formerly a lecturer and researcher
at the School of Education at Bar-Ilan University;
world-renowned expert in fields such as dynamic
diagnosis, systemic therapy, education for thinking,
listening, and remembering, learning processes and
decision-making, and diagnosis and treatment of
learning disabilities.

Moti Karpel

Former editor of Nekuda; a founder of the Jewish
Leadership movement; regular columnist in Makor
Rishon.

Prof. Hannah
Kehat

Head of the Research Authority and senior lecturer
at the Givat Washington Academic College; senior
lecturer at the Kibbutz Teacher’s College and
Achva Academic College; founder of Kolech, a
religious feminist organization, which she headed
intermittently until the end of 2014.

Dr. Nissim
Leon

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Bar-Ilan
University; studies the social diversification of the
Israeli middle class and changes in religious society.

Rabbi Dr. Amir Lecturer in the Department of Jewish Heritage and
Department of Education, Ariel University; focuses
Mashiach

on the philosophy of halakhah, religious Zionism,
Jewish identity, and the Jewish ethos; rabbi of the
Young Kefar Ganim Gimel Synagogue in Petah Tikva.

Contributors xi

Dr. Moshe Meir

Moderator of discussion groups for the security
forces, hospitals, and various organizations based
on the Afarkeset (“Open Ear”) method of group
thinking he developed; deals with secularization
within the religious world. His academic
specialization is modern religious philosophy,
especially the thought of Hermann Cohen and his
circle.

Dr. Hanan
Moses

Lecturer at Herzog Academic College and the Orot
Yisrael Academic College; formerly taught at BarIlan University and served as a research assistant
at the Israel Democracy Institute. His main fields
of interest are the sociology of religious society
in Israel, in particular the religious Zionist sector,
contemporary national religious thought, and
Israeli politics.

Dr. Tomer
Persico

Research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute
and the Koret Visiting Assistant Proffessor at the
Berkeley Institute for Jewish Law and Israel Studies
in California; formerly taught in the Religious
Studies program at Tel Aviv University. His research
focuses on contemporary processes in religion and
spirituality.

Rabbi Shai
Piron

Former Minister of Education; yeshiva dean and
community rabbi; head of the Pnima movement;
attorney; lecturer at colleges and universities; chair
of Tzav Pius; active in organizations to integrate
persons with special needs into the community.

xii

From the Margins to the Fore? Religious Zionism and Israeli Society

Prof. Avinoam
Rosenak

Lecturer in Jewish education at the School of
Education and in the Department of Jewish Thought
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; research
fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute; focuses on
Jewish thought in the modern age, the philosophy of
halakhah, and the philosophy of Jewish education.

Dr. Elisheva
RosmanStollman

Senior lecturer in the Department of Political
Science at Bar-Ilan University; academic director of
the internship program for outstanding students
there. Her research focuses on the relations
between religion and the military in Israel and the
world and how the military system treats religious
soldiers.

Prof. Eliezer
Schweid

Professor emeritus at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and Israel Prize laureate in Jewish
Thought in 1994.

Yair Sheleg

Research fellow in the Religion and State program at
the Israel Democracy Institute; journalist at Makor
Rishon; studies the various shades of national religious
society and the tension and balances between
Jewish identity, democracy, and Israeli identity.

Dr. Gili
(Mivtzari)
Zivan

Lecturer and advisor at the Mandel School for
Educational Leadership and the Jacob Herzog Center
for Jewish Education; specializes in issues of religion
and post-modernism; studies ideological currents in
religious Zionism.

xiii

Introduction
Yair Sheleg

Anyone who takes a close look at the development of Israeli society over
the last few decades sees that one of the most conspicuous processes that
have taken place is the rise in the standing of religious Zionism. Today
men in “knitted” kippot and their female counterparts are prominent not
only in the defense establishment and settlement project—the classic
fields of Zionist endeavor in which they enlisted even before the birth
of the state and entered with greater energy after independence; they
also stand out also in relatively new areas, such as high-tech and the
economy in general, the law, the media, culture, and more. During the
last decade, the heads of the Mossad and General Security Service, the
Police Inspector General, and the Attorney General have been religious
Zionists. Their representation on the Supreme Court and senior political
echelons has increased, though not necessarily through the traditional
sectoral party.
This makes the internal processes within religious Zionism doubly
important, because they influence Israeli society as a whole. Ever
since its coalescence as a formal organization, only five years after
the establishment of the Zionist movement itself, religious Zionism
has oscillated between three poles: that of religion and tradition, that
of Jewish nationalism, and that of modern liberalism. The history of
religious Zionism since the founding of the Mizrachi organization in
1902 can be depicted as a constant undulation among these three poles.
It is interesting to note that these are also the three poles of modern
Jewish identity; in this sense religious Zionism is a microcosm of that
identity—a microcosm that sometimes expresses and exemplifies the
spirit of the age, and sometimes makes a major contribution to its shape.
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This is also the reason for our special interest in the story of religious
Zionism.
The fundamental element in the story of religious Zionism is the gulf
between where its adherents thought they should be and where they
actually found themselves. Religious Zionism was born as part of a
Zionist movement that had a distinctly secular leadership and character;
its founders saw themselves as full partners with that leadership (while
posing demands to guarantee their followers’ rights) and willingly
accepted their own subordinate status.
But the key question continued to gnaw at them: how could it be that
the idea of the Return to Zion—the vision of the prophets, the vision that
had survived two thousand years in exile only thanks to the prayers and
customs that linked believing Jews to the Land of Israel—how could that
idea be realized by those who had discarded religious observance? Over
the years, religious Zionists increasingly adopted the prophetic ideas
of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook. He held that a dialectic process
was at work; it did indeed begin with secular dominance, because that
alone could trigger the great revolution required to rip free of the exilic
conservatism; but in the future it would be motivated by a religious spirit
and led by those faithful to the Jewish religion.
Starting in the 1950s, and with greater momentum after the Six Day
War, religious young Israelis began a push to lead society in the spirit of
Rabbi Kook, under the influence of his son, Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Hacohen
Kook. The process began with the Torah education of their own sons:
the establishment of the hesder yeshivot (which integrate conscript
military service with religious study) and enrollment in post-secondary
yeshivot (such as Merkaz Harav) out of a desire to prepare oneself for the
challenge of providing society at large with a Torah-based leadership.
As they saw it, the sense of crisis and the undermining of the faith in
the Zionist vision that followed the war proved the truth of Rabbi Kook’s
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vision that only a leadership guided by the Torah could cope with the
major challenges of Jewish sovereignty, especially in the Middle East.
This idea and the processes it set in motion—notably the project for
Jewish settlement in Judea, Samaria, and the Gaza District, led by the
sons and daughters of religious Zionism—naturally set off a reaction
among the adherents of the “old” secular Zionist outlook. The text of
their resistance, sometimes expressed in fierce hostility, focused on their
fears of the moral, demographic, and political implications of settlement
in the territories. But the subtext, which was frequently made explicit
as well, was their fear not only of settlement but also of the very idea of
an alternative rationale and vision for Israeli society: a religious vision,
described by many as messianic, to supplant the secular political concept
they perceived as more rational. These voices are also heard in the debate
that has been raging in recent years about the imposition of religion
(hadata) in the educational system and IDF.
The opposition to the vision of Greater Israel promoted by religious
Zionism has received concrete expression twice since the Six Day
War: the withdrawal from Sinai in 1982 and the evacuation of the
settlements in the Gaza District and northern Samaria as part of the 2005
disengagement plan. But as is the way of the dialectic of history, these
developments triggered counter-reactions within religious Zionism.
On the one hand, especially right before and after the Disengagement,
there were separatist calls to disengage from a degenerate Israeli society
and especially its formal institutions; on the other hand, there were
attempts to interpret the situation in a more sober and realistic light and
less as a matter of religious determinism. Along with all this, as noted,
the main development is that members of the religious Zionist sector
are finding their place in an ever-wider range of social niches: not only
those mentioned above, but also among the advocates of the liberal and
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feminist concepts that have been cultivated and spread by the secular
discourse of previous decades.
Where, then, does religious Zionism stand with regard to its place in
Israeli society? Thirteen years after the Disengagement, it is clear that
the separatists are a tiny minority, and the most violent elements among
them are even fewer in number. On the other hand, the power of the
messianists, too, seems to be dwindling. The silent minority consists of
those who aspire to leadership positions but are attentive to and seek
dialogue with other sectors of society. As usual, though, with social
processes, here too everything is dynamic; what is true today may not
still hold tomorrow, in light of the complex interplay of influences and
counter-influences.
This volume attempts to map several of the salient processes that are
affecting the position of religious Zionism in Israeli society today,
the fields in which it is influential, and its desired role in society. It is
divided into three sections. The first section examines several types of
influence on the image and status of religious Zionism. It opens with a
basic presentation of the issue by Rabbi Dr. Amir Mashiach, who surveys
the theological underpinnings of religious Zionism’s integration into
society at large. Dr. Yitzhak Hershkowitz writes about the ways in which
religious Zionist thought finds expression in the State Religious school
system. Dr. Hanan Moses looks at the religious Zionist bubble, meaning
the extent to which religious Zionism is able to isolate itself from various
developments in society at large. Dr. Gili (Mivtzari) Zivan examines
the impact of post-modernism on religious Zionism. Dr. Tomer Persico
considers how it has been influenced by neo-Hasidism, in a process
that has been expanding in recent decades. Prof. Shlomo Kaniel writes
about one of the seminal moments in Israeli history, the murder of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a young man who identified with religious
Zionism, and how the assassination affected the world of religious
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Zionism. Prof. Motti Inbari looks at how three rabbis affiliated with the
messianic current in religious Zionism reacted to the Disengagement
in 2005. Dr. Nissim Leon writes about the encounter between ethnic
traditions and the desire to assimilate into the general Israeli milieu, as
manifested by the sector of religious Zionism.
The second section looks at several fields in which religious Zionism
already has a conspicuous presence and influence and asks how this
influence is manifested. Dr. Elisheva Rosman-Stollman leads off with
a discussion of the role and influence of the religious Zionist presence
in the Israeli military. Dr. Mati Dombrowsky presents the groups of
idealistic young religious Zionists who have settled in many Israeli towns
as an example of the model of the expanding social diffusion of religious
Zionism. Dr. Ines Gabel writes about the relations between religious
Zionism and the media. Prof. Zehavit Gross looks at the special place of
religious Zionism in the Israeli education system. Prof. Hannah Kehat
writes about the impact of religious feminism on both the religious
Zionist discourse and feminist thought in general. Finally, Assaf Inbari
examines the problematic place of religious Zionism in Israeli culture.
The third section consists of short essays in which 14 contributors, not
all of them religious Zionists, examine the current and appropriate place
of religious Zionism in Israeli life. They are: author and screenwriter Yair
Assulin, Dr. Ruth Calderon, Rabbi Yuval Cherlow, Rabbi Bezalel Cohen,
Dr. Shuki Friedman, Rabbi Prof. David Golinkin, Maj. Gen. (res.) Gershon
Hacohen, Dr. Baruch Kahana, the publicist Moti Karpel, Dr. Moshe Meir,
Rabbi Shai Piron, Prof. Avinoam Rosenak, Prof. Eliezer Schweid, and
journalist Yair Sheleg, a research fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute.
We would like to thank all those who contributed to this project, made
it possible for this collection to take shape, and devoted themselves to
its realization. First of all we thank the 28 authors, who gave of their
time and effort—some of them through several drafts—so that this
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volume would be as excellent as possible. Special thanks to the language
editor, Daphna Lavie, and the entire staff of the IDI Press, who produced
an outstanding product, as always. We all hope that this collection will
foster a lively discussion of the important issues it addresses—and this
will be the reward for our labors.

Yair Sheleg
Jerusalem, Adar II 5779 / March 2019
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