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Haredi Exemption 
in Numbers
The numbers are clear: More and more yeshiva 
students are not enlisting, and the trend is concerning

Number of Haredi Yeshiva Students (in thousands)

High Yeshiva Students**

Haredim Non-Haredim * Among Jewish high school graduates

Students in “Kollels”**
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The Haredi annual cohort grows by 4.2% each year. In 2023, the rate of Haredim in yeshivas doubled compared to demographic 
growth due to economic incentives provided by the current government to yeshivas and kollel (Yeshiva for married men) students. 
The number of yeshiva and kollel students of draft age (up to age 26) in 2023 stands at 66,784.

Percentage of Haredim in the IDF 
Draft Cohort (forecast through 2050)

Non-Recruitment of Haredi Men 
Over the Years

Demographic Projections
Haredi Society in Numbers and as a 
Percentage of the Total Population

Breakdown of Male 
Serving Populations

(draftees up to age 21)

According to CBS data, 
the number of graduates 
of the Haredi education 
system who still identify 
as Haredi, and enlist up 
to age 24, is only 1.7% 
(average of the social 
survey for the years 
2018-2022). By age 29, 
the numbers rise to 
3.6%. All other recruits 
are no longer Haredi.

Exemption Rate from IDF  
Service Among Jewish Men

(as of 2021)

Torato Umanuto 
(Torah is their 
Occupation)

Criminal Record

Medical Exemption

 Living Abroad

Adjustment 
Difficulties

Torato Umanuto – The majority are Haredim, the 
rest are from Zionist “high yeshivas.” Among the 
exemptions not classified under Torato Umanuto, about 
20% are graduates of the Haredi education system.

Do not serve

Serve in the IDF

Serve in Civilian National Service

Approximately 70% of recruits are 
graduates of the Haredi education 
system who are no longer Haredi.

*2020
12.5%

1,175,000

2035
17.9%

2,171,000

2023
13.6%

1,335,000

2050
24.4%

3,820,000

Annual growth rate 
of 4.2% compared to 
1.9% growth in the 
general population 
and 1.4% in the 
non-Haredi Jewish 
population.

**High Yeshivas generally teach 18-23 year olds, whereas Kollels are for married men.
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