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Abstract

The Knesset Elections Law (Propaganda Methods), which is the main
legislation regulating campaign advertising in Israel, was passed in 1959.
This law is an anomaly in the reality of media and politics in the 21 century.
While it does not seriously address the issue of the Internet, one of the main
means of campaign advertising today, it does include a ban on campaign
advertising on airplanes and ships. Similarly, it prohibits the broadcasting
of “election propaganda” on television and radio during the 60 days before
the election, unless it is during the state-authorized slots allocated to each
of the parties for campaign advertising. These prohibitions damage normal
democratic processes, are difficult to enforce, and are generally no longer
appropriate for our times.

This policy paper is intended to propose reforms that will update Israel’s
campaign advertising law to suit the reality of media and politics in the
digital age. The proposed changes would replace the individual regulations
prescribed by law for each media individually with comprehensive legislation
that would apply to all forms of media and communications.

Recommendations

(1) To cancel the ban on “election propaganda” on television and radio
during the 60 days preceding the elections.

(2) To allow political parties and electoral lists to buy television time for
political ads toward the end of the campaign.

(3) To set a stronger cap on spending on campaign advertising than the
ceiling in effect today. This limit will replace many of the restrictions
that apply to campaign advertising in the various media today.

(4) Todefine and reduce the Chairman ofthe Central Elections Committee’s
authority to disqualify campaign ads.
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The proposed changes are vital in order to enable the law to once again
defend its fundamental principles: freedom of speech, pluralism, equal
electoral opportunities for all the lists, freedom of choice, and the public’s
right to know.
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