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Furthermore, the Exilarch, like the Geonim, also
headed his own court; in fact, there may well have been
two separate courts associated with his academy. The
ultimate sanctions available to the Exilarch and his
judges seem to have been those which commonly
figure in Geonic responsa as well, namely lashes and
the ban; Rabbi Nathan also speaks of monetary fines
imposed on tax evaders.
R. Brodi, The Geonim of Babilonia and the shaping of
Medieval Jewish Culture (Yale University Press, 1998), 73.
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on the whole, the balance of power shifted in the
course of the Geonic period in favor of the scholars,
now represented by their own well-defined institution,
the Geonate; but there were ups and downs in the
relationship, depending both on external factors and
on the personalities involved.
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