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By Prof. Aviezer Ravitzky

State, Law, and Halakha: Part One — Civil Leadership as
Halakhic Authority
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Law and Halakhah in Israel Society
By Prof. Yedidia Z. Stern

The Political and Social Ramifications of Evacuating
Settlements in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip
By Yair Sheleg

DTN NI DN VI TWON

POIPINTY IRV 1IN
91044 DYVYY 4482 D)
02-5631122 DP9 ;1-800-202222 ,02-5392888 119D



The report’s epilogue analyzes the difficult dilemma posed
by the non-Jewish aliya before the Israeli religious
establishment: “suiting the religion to the state” (that is, to the
accepted norms of a Western society) vs. “separation of religion
and state.” In addition, the epilogue analyzes the scenario in
which halakhic change becomes only a matter of time, since
the size of the non-Jewish immigrant population will serve to
force the rabbinical establishment to change its stance as these
immigrants and their descendents inevitably blend into Israel’s
religiously observant population.
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to a significant increase in the number of those seeking to
convert to Judaism.

A separate section of the report is devoted to the Falashmura.
This is a group of Ethiopian Jews who converted to Christianity
from the end of the 19" century on, but they never assimilated
into the general Ethiopian population. It was felt that this group
belongs to the report’s subject area since its members are,
presumably, not Jewish; however, the rabbinical community
has a more lenient position towards the Falashmura since they
generally did not intermarry with non-Jews.

The report ends with recommendations which point in two
different directions. On the one hand, it is recommended that
restrictions be placed on aliya and on granting citizenship to
non-Jews. For example, it is proposed that the Law of Return
be changed to stipulate that non-Jews be permitted to make
aliya only when accompanied by the Jewish family member
whose existence entitles them to do so. It is also proposed that
a distinction be made between the right to make aliya and the
right of all immigrants to be granted Israeli citizenship: while
aliya continues to be open to all Jews and their families,
citizenship should be conditional on satisfactory performance
on language exams and on participation in Jewish studies and
civics courses.

On the other hand, changes are proposed which would ease
the absorption of these immigrants into Israeli society. These
changes are of two types: a minimalist change calling for civil
marriage, at least for those unable to be married by the rabbinate,
and formal recognition that Orthodox conversion (which
according to this version will remain the sole form of conversion
accepted) will not require complete observance of the 613
commandments, but rather a “traditional” lifestyle only. A more
maximalist option would be to open up the civil marriage option
to the entire Israeli population, as well as the provision of a
variety of formats through which to “join the Jewish people.”



immigrants, but particularly the non-Jews among them, are
subjected.

On the national level, the non-Jewish immigrants dilemma
raises additional questions. The most notable of these is the
impact this phenomenon has on maintaining Israel’s Jewish
majority, the same demographic issue which occupies a
prominent place on the Israeli public agenda in other contexts.
Beyond this, FSU immigrants, in general, and the non-Jewish
immigrants, in particular, also have an influence on everyday
Israeli lifestyle patterns — primarily in the area of non-kosher
food consumption, particularly of pork products. The fact that
there is a large population of immigrants whose norms in this
area differ significantly from those of the religiously observant
and traditional communities has already led to several harsh
conflicts, especially in peripheral regions in which many new
immigrants live alongside religious and traditional veteran
Israelis, mainly of Mizrachi background. These conflicts have
in turn, intensified another existing problem — that of the non-
Jewish immigrants’ sense of social alienation (which is deeper
than that of the Jewish immigrants), a factor which contributes
to a rising rate of criminal behavior among them and even to
manifestations of anti-Semitism. Moreover, on the fringes of
the immigrant community are those whose actual declared
identity is Christian, and this heightens tensions to an even
greater degree with the Jewish community in which these
immigrants live (for instance, regarding churchgoing and the
swearing in of new IDF inductees on the New Testament).

A concomitant problem which the report addresses at
length is that of conversion to Judaism. The report studies the
various stands taken on this issue, both within and outside of
the religious world, including that of the immigrants
themselves, who tend to shun any conversion process, no
matter how liberal in nature. This position raises the possibility
that even liberalization of the conversion process will not lead
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Summary

Not Halakhically Jewish:
The Dilemma of Non-Jewish Immigrants in Israel

Yair Sheleg

Since its establishment, about three million immigrants have

come to live in the State of Israel. Over this entire period, the immigrant

population has included a certain number of non-Jewish family
members (spouses and offspring). However, the great wave of
aliya from the Former Soviet Union (FSU), which began with
the Soviet Union’s collapse at the end of the 1980s, led to a
dramatic increase in the number of non-Jewish immigrants:
nearly 300,000, to date. This increase stemmed in part from the
sheer magnitude of the wave of aliya itself (approximately one
million people) and, in part, from the high rate of “mixed
marriages” between Jews and non-Jews, which characterized
the years of the Communist regime.

This report examines the various implications of the non-
Jewish immigrant phenomenon and “maps” the problems that
it creates in both the personal and the national spheres. At the
personal level, the report lists the problems in their order of
importance in the view of the immigrants themselves: the non-
recognition of children of Jewish fathers as Jews (according
to halakha, only a Jewish mother can pass Jewish identity on
to her children); the problem of family members being cut off
from each other in those cases even where a broader
interpretation of the Law of Return (which enables non-Jewish
spouses, children, and grandchildren to make aliya) does not
apply; the inability to marry in Israel (since only religious
weddings are valid in Israel); burial of non-Jewish immigrants
(the Jewish burial system in Israel is primarily religious and
intended for Jews only); and the social hostility to which many
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