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...a system that combines the éxteI{sion of civil and political rights to

individuals and some collective rights to minorities™ with
institutionalization of majority control over the state. Driven by ethnic




nationalism, the state is identified with a core ethnic nation, not with its
citizens. The state practices a policy of creating a homogeneous nation-
state a state of and for a particular ethnic nation and acts to promote the
language culture numerical majority economic well-being, and political
interests of this group. Although enjoying citizenship and voting rights,
the minorities are treated as second class citizens, feared as a threat
excluded from the national power structure, and placed under some
control. At the same time, the minorities are allowed to conduct a
democratic and peaceful struggle that yields incremental improvement
in their status (smooha 1998 199-200).
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Israel breaches several of the fundamental principles of democracy...
chiefly equal and inclusive citizenship, minority rights and consent and
the demarcation of clear boundaries of sovereignty. The Israeli state still
advances an undemocratic process of Judaization facilitated by the
structural hierarchy between Jews and Palestinian-Arabs, but also by
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the fuzziness of its geographical and political boundaries Can a
democracy be a credible classification of a regime suffering from these
problems? And further: can a state which facilitates an on-going process
of ethnocentric colonisation and domination be considered an archetype
of ethnic democracy? Can it form a model for the management of ethnic
conflicts in other states as suggested by Smooha? (Ghanem et. al.
forthcoming).
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Despite several democratic features ethnicity not territorial citizenship
is the main logic behind resource allocation; State borders and political
boundaries are fuzzy there is no identifiable demos mainly due to the
role of ethnic diasporas inside the polity and the inferior position of
ethnic minorities; A dominant charter ethnic group appropriates the state
apparatus and determines most public policies; and significant (though
partial) civil and political rights are extended to minority members
distinguish ethnocracies from Herrenvolk or authoritarian regimes
(Yiftachel 1998 11).
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These patterns clearly demonstrate that although Arabs level of education
has considerably increased they have not been able to narrow the
occupational gap... In fact, while Arabs benefited more from educational
upgrading, Jews benefited more from occupational upgrading; which is
to say that Arabs were not successful in converting their educational
assets into occupational status (Lewin-Epstein and Semyonov 1993, 24).
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